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KJ1(A 'DE LA GARZA
-r5TH DISTRICT, TEXAS
~ougrt.s.sof tbt mUlttb ~tatt.s
1t}ouse of ~epresentatibes
mfa.llbinglon, J).~. 20515
FOR RELEASE NO'lgMBER 4
WASHINGTON, D C --Rep Kika de la Garza reminded South Texans Tuesday that
all eligible voters must complete a new registration in order to qualify for voting in
1976 elections.
"The new registration "1ill be permanent," the Congressman said. "After the
initial registration, the voter is not reqUired to re-apply to maintain an active
registration."
New Procedure
Initial registration under a law enacted by the 64th Legislature will take
place between Nov 5 and next Jan 31. Between Nov 5 and Dec 15 county tax
assessor-collectors will mail application forms to all persons who were eligible to
vote in the Nov 4, 1974 Constitutional election. These forms are to be filled out by
the voters and returned to the assessor-collector's office.
Voting certificates will be mailed to applicants during February. New
certificates will be mailed to registered voters every two years. Furthe~ applications
will not be necessary.
First-Time Registrations
"Any qualified citizen who does not receive an application form by Dec 15
should ask for one," Congressman de la Garza advised. "New registrations can be made
at any time. There will alw~ys be persona applying to register for the first time.
These include those turning 18, persons moving into Texas, persons changing residence
from one county to another, and persons who have simply failed to register in the past .
.(more)
l?age Two
"These citizens may register in person ,~hen the assessor-collector'. office
is open or msy apply by mail. Their voting certificstes will become effective on the
30th day after the assessor-collector receives the application."
Under the new lsw, l7-year-olds may apply for registration 60 days before
turning 18. The registration will become effective on the 18th birthday.
Voting Urged
"This new system, once the initial registration is accomplished, makes it
easy for all qualified Texans to vote in all elections," Congressman de la Garza said.
adding, "Our responsibility as citizens is to exercise that right. It may be trite
but it is true that bad government results from the failure of good citizens to vote."
The Congressman is undertaking to distribute information about the new
registration procedure throughout the 15th Congressional District.
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